
Summary Study Guide: The Road to Memphis
by Mildred Taylor Logans
Mildred Taylor Logans's 1990 novel, The Road to Memphis, is a powerful
and moving story about the Great Migration of African Americans from the
rural South to the urban North. The novel follows the Logan family as they
leave their home in Mississippi in search of a better life in Memphis,
Tennessee. Along the way, they face numerous challenges, including
racism, poverty, and violence. But through it all, the Logans never lose their
hope and determination.

Cassie Logan: The 9-year-old narrator of the novel, Cassie is a strong-
willed and intelligent girl. She is deeply affected by the racism she
experiences, but she never gives up on her dreams.

Mama: Cassie's mother, Mama is a loving and supportive woman. She is
fiercely protective of her children, and she always puts their needs first.
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Daddy: Cassie's father, Daddy is a hard-working man who is determined to
provide a better life for his family. He is often away from home, but he
always makes time for his children.

Stacey Logan: Cassie's older brother, Stacey is a kind and compassionate
boy. He is always looking out for his younger siblings, and he is always
willing to help others.

Christopher John Logan: Cassie's younger brother, Christopher John is a
playful and energetic boy. He is always getting into trouble, but he is also
very loving.

The novel begins in 1939, as the Logan family prepares to leave their home
in Mississippi. They have been sharecropping on a white man's plantation,
but they have been treated poorly and they are tired of living in poverty.
Daddy has found a job in Memphis, and the family is hopeful that they will
find a better life there.

The Logans' journey to Memphis is long and difficult. They travel by car, but
their car breaks down several times. They also face racism and hostility
from white people along the way. But through it all, the Logans never give
up. They finally arrive in Memphis, and they are determined to make a new
life for themselves.

The Logans settle into a poor neighborhood in Memphis, but they are
grateful to be out of Mississippi. Daddy finds a job at a factory, and Mama
gets a job as a maid. The children attend school, and they make new
friends. But life in Memphis is not easy. The Logans still face racism and
discrimination, and they struggle to make ends meet.



One day, Daddy is killed in a factory accident. Mama is devastated, but she
knows that she must be strong for her children. She continues to work
hard, and she raises her children with love and support. The Logans
eventually overcome the challenges they face, and they build a good life for
themselves in Memphis.

The Road to Memphis explores a number of important themes, including:

The Great Migration: The novel provides a first-hand account of the
Great Migration of African Americans from the rural South to the urban
North. The Logans' journey to Memphis is representative of the
experiences of millions of African Americans who left their homes in
search of a better life.

Racism: The novel also explores the theme of racism. The Logans
face racism and discrimination throughout their journey, from the white
people who harass them along the way to the factory owners who
exploit them.

Family: The novel is also about the importance of family. The Logans
are a close-knit family, and they rely on each other for support through
the challenges they face.

Hope: The novel is ultimately a story of hope. The Logans never give
up on their dreams, even when faced with overwhelming obstacles.

1. How does Cassie change over the course of the novel?

2. What are the challenges that the Logans face in Memphis?

3. How does the novel explore the theme of racism?

4. What is the importance of family in the novel?



5. What is the message of hope that the novel conveys?

The Road to Memphis is a powerful and moving story about the Great
Migration of African Americans from the rural South to the urban North. The
novel provides a first-hand account of the challenges that African
Americans faced during this time, but it also celebrates the strength and
resilience of the human spirit.
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