
Start Your Trucking Company With Your Own
Motor Carrier Authority
Motor Carrier Authority (MCA) is the legal permission granted by the
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) to operate
commercial motor vehicles (CMVs) in interstate commerce. CMVs are
defined as vehicles with a gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) of 10,001
pounds or more.

To obtain MCA, trucking companies must meet certain requirements,
including:

Having a valid USDOT number

Filing an application with the FMCSA

Paying the required fees

Providing proof of insurance

Designating a process agent in each state in which the company will
operate

There are several benefits to having your own MCA, including:
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Increased flexibility: With your own MCA, you can operate your
business independently and set your own rates and schedules.

Greater earning potential: By eliminating the need to lease on to a
motor carrier, you can keep a larger percentage of the revenue you
generate.

Improved customer service: By having direct control over your
operations, you can provide better customer service and build stronger
relationships with your customers.

Starting a trucking company with your own MCA can be a complex process,
but it is possible with careful planning and preparation. Here are the steps
you need to take:

1. Choose a business structure. The first step is to choose a business
structure for your company. The most common options are sole
proprietorship, partnership, LLC, and corporation.

2. Obtain a USDOT number. The next step is to obtain a USDOT
number. This is a unique identifier that the FMCSA uses to track
trucking companies.

3. File an application with the FMCSA. Once you have a USDOT
number, you can file an application for MCA with the FMCSA. The
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application must include detailed information about your company,
including its name, address, and contact information.

4. Pay the required fees. The FMCSA charges a variety of fees for MCA
applications. The fees vary depending on the size and type of
operation.

5. Provide proof of insurance. You are required to provide proof of
insurance before the FMCSA will grant you MCA. The insurance must
meet the minimum requirements set by the FMCSA.

6. Designate a process agent. You must designate a process agent in
each state in which your company will operate. A process agent is a
person or company that is authorized to receive legal documents on
behalf of your company.

Starting a trucking company with your own MCA can be a rewarding
experience. By following the steps outlined in this article, you can increase
your flexibility, earning potential, and customer service. With careful
planning and preparation, you can start a successful trucking business that
meets the needs of your customers and helps you achieve your financial
goals.

Trucking company owner sitting at a desk looking at a computer screen
with a map of the United States on it. He is planning his next trip and
checking on the status of his fleet.
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