Rajneeshpuram: Inside The Cult Of Bhagwan
And Its Failed American Utopia

The Rise and Fall of Rajneeshpuram

The Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh, also known as Osho, was a charismatic
Indian mystic who attracted a large following in the 1970s and 1980s. His
followers, known as "sannyasins," sought spiritual enlightenment through
meditation, sexual liberation, and other unconventional practices. In 1981,
Rajneesh and his sannyasins established a utopian community called
Rajneeshpuram in rural Oregon. However, the experiment quickly
descended into a cult-like environment, marked by financial
mismanagement, legal battles, and a series of shocking crimes.

The Making of a Cult Leader

Rajneesh was born in 1931 in a small town in Madhya Pradesh, India. He
studied philosophy and psychology before embarking on a career as a
spiritual teacher. In his early teachings, Rajneesh emphasized the
importance of individual freedom and self-realization. He rejected
organized religion and advocated for a more experiential approach to
spirituality.
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As Rajneesh's following grew, he began to develop a more authoritarian
style of leadership. He demanded complete obedience from his sannyasins
and surrounded himself with a small circle of devoted disciples. Rajneesh's
teachings also became increasingly controversial, as he embraced nudity,
sexual promiscuity, and the use of psychoactive drugs as part of his
spiritual practices.

The Founding of Rajneeshpuram

In 1981, Rajneesh and his followers purchased a 64,000-acre ranch in
central Oregon. They named the commune Rajneeshpuram and set out to
create a self-sufficient utopian society. At its peak, Rajneeshpuram had a
population of over 10,000 sannyasins. They lived in dormitories and worked
in various businesses and agricultural enterprises.

However, the commune quickly faced opposition from local residents, who
were concerned about the group's unconventional practices and its
potential impact on the environment. Lawsuits and protests ensued, and
the tensions between Rajneeshpuram and the outside world escalated.

Cult Behavior and Financial Mismanagement

Within Rajneeshpuram, a cult-like atmosphere prevailed. Rajneesh's
followers were required to surrender all their worldly possessions to the
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commune and submit to strict rules and regulations. They were encouraged
to spy on each other and report any signs of dissent.

The commune's finances were also mismanaged. Rajneesh and his inner
circle lived a lavish lifestyle, while the ordinary sannyasins struggled to
make ends meet. The commune's businesses operated at a loss, and
Rajneesh's personal fortune dwindled away.

Political and Legal Battles

To protect Rajneeshpuram from outside interference, the commune's
leaders engaged in a series of illegal activities. They rigged local elections,
established an armed security force, and stockpiled weapons. They also
attempted to poison local officials and sabotage their political opponents.

In 1985, the United States Attorney General launched a criminal
investigation into Rajneeshpuram. The investigation uncovered a wide
range of crimes, including bioterrorism, fraud, and conspiracy. Rajneesh
and several of his closest associates were arrested and charged.

The Bioterrorism Attack

In September 1984, Rajneesh's followers carried out a bioterrorism attack
in an attempt to disrupt local elections and influence the outcome in favor of
the commune. They contaminated salad bars at ten local restaurants with
salmonella bacteria, causing over 750 people to become ill.

The bioterrorism attack was a watershed moment for Rajneeshpuram. It led
to widespread public outrage and accelerated the government's
investigation into the commune's activities.



The Dissolution of Rajneeshpuram

In October 1985, Rajneesh was arrested on immigration charges and
deported from the United States. The commune's leaders were also
arrested, and the commune was dissolved. The remaining sannyasins left
Oregon and dispersed throughout the world.

Aftermath and Legacy

The failed experiment of Rajneeshpuram serves as a cautionary tale about
the dangers of cult behavior and the importance of holding spiritual leaders
accountable. The commune's legacy is one of broken promises, ruined
lives, and a permanent scar on the history of Oregon.

Osho died in 1990, but his teachings continue to attract followers around
the world. However, the utopian vision of Rajneeshpuram remains a distant
dream, a reminder that the pursuit of spiritual enlightenment can
sometimes lead to a very dark place.

The story of the Bhagwan and Rajneeshpuram is a complex and
fascinating one. It is a tale of charisma, manipulation, and the search for
spiritual fulfillment. It is also a cautionary tale about the importance of
critical thinking and the dangers of blindly following charismatic leaders.

The failed American utopia of Rajneeshpuram may be long gone, but its
legacy continues to remind us that the pursuit of enlightenment is not
always a straightforward path. The road to spiritual awakening is often
fraught with obstacles, and it is important to tread carefully and remain
mindful of the potential pitfalls that lie ahead.

Image Descriptions



Figure 1: Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh

Image of the Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh, a charismatic Indian mystic who
founded the Rajneeshpuram commune.

Figure 2: Rajneeshpuram

Aerial view of Rajneeshpuram, a 64,000-acre utopian commune
established by Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh in Oregon.

Figure 3: Sannyasins

Group of sannyasins, followers of Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh, dressed in
orange robes and engaging in spiritual practices.

Figure 4: Bioterrorism Attack

Investigators examining contaminated salad at a restaurant in The Dalles,
Oregon, following the bioterrorism attack carried out by Rajneesh followers
in 1984.

Figure 5: Dissolution of Rajneeshpuram

Law enforcement officers escorting sannyasins out of Rajneeshpuram after
the commune's dissolution in 1985.
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