
Looking At Austen Henry Layard's
Reconstruction of Nineveh
Austen Henry Layard's reconstruction of Nineveh is a fascinating and
important work of art. Created in the mid-19th century, the reconstruction
provides a glimpse into the ancient city of Nineveh, which was once the
capital of the Assyrian Empire. Layard's work has been praised for its
accuracy and detail, and it has helped to shape our understanding of the
ancient city.
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History of the Reconstruction

Austen Henry Layard was born in Paris in 1817. He developed an interest
in archaeology at a young age, and in 1845 he was sent to Nineveh by the
British Museum to excavate the ancient city. Layard's excavations were
highly successful, and he uncovered a wealth of artifacts and ruins. Among
his most important discoveries was the palace of Sennacherib, which
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contained a series of magnificent reliefs depicting the king's military
campaigns.

Layard's work at Nineveh was interrupted by the outbreak of the Crimean
War in 1854. He returned to England, where he published a book about his
excavations. In 1856, he was appointed Keeper of the Antiquities at the
British Museum. In this role, he oversaw the reconstruction of the palace of
Sennacherib in the museum's Assyrian galleries.

The reconstruction of the palace of Sennacherib was a major undertaking.
Layard used the reliefs that he had excavated at Nineveh to create a
detailed model of the palace. The model was then used to construct a full-
scale reconstruction of the palace in the British Museum.

Significance of the Reconstruction

Layard's reconstruction of the palace of Sennacherib is a significant work of
art for several reasons. First, it is an accurate and detailed representation
of the ancient city. Layard used the reliefs that he excavated at Nineveh to
create a model of the palace that is faithful to the original. The
reconstruction provides a glimpse into the grandeur and opulence of the
Assyrian Empire.

Second, the reconstruction is an important historical document. It provides
a record of the ancient city of Nineveh that would otherwise have been lost.
The original palace was destroyed in the 7th century BC, and Layard's
reconstruction is the only way to see what it looked like.

Third, the reconstruction is a work of art in its own right. Layard was a
skilled artist, and his reconstruction of the palace of Sennacherib is a



beautiful and impressive work of art. The reconstruction is a testament to
Layard's skill and dedication, and it is a valuable addition to the British
Museum's collection.

Impact of the Reconstruction

Layard's reconstruction of the palace of Sennacherib has had a significant
impact on our understanding of the ancient city of Nineveh. The
reconstruction has helped to bring the ancient city to life, and it has
provided scholars with a valuable resource for studying the Assyrian
Empire. The reconstruction has also inspired artists and writers, and it has
helped to shape our understanding of the ancient world.

Austen Henry Layard's reconstruction of the palace of Sennacherib is a
fascinating and important work of art. The reconstruction is an accurate and
detailed representation of the ancient city, and it is an important historical
document. The reconstruction is also a work of art in its own right, and it is
a valuable addition to the British Museum's collection. Layard's
reconstruction has had a significant impact on our understanding of the
ancient city of Nineveh, and it continues to inspire artists and writers today.
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Dead Serious: Breaking the Cycle of Teen
Suicide
Teen suicide is a serious problem. In the United States, suicide is the
second leading cause of death for people aged 15 to 24. Every year,
more than...

Surviving My Years in the Westboro Baptist
Church: A Journey of Indoctrination, Trauma,
and Redemption
In the quaint town of Topeka, Kansas, where the rolling hills met the
vibrant blue sky, I embarked on a harrowing journey that would
profoundly shape...
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