
Gladiator Class Pathfinder Edition: A
Comprehensive Guide to the Arena's
Champions
In the tumultuous realm of Pathfinder Edition, where battles rage and
adventure awaits, a class of warriors stands apart—the gladiators. These
formidable combatants have honed their skills in the crucible of combat,
emerging as champions of the arena. Their prowess with weapons and
their indomitable spirit make them a force to be reckoned with on any
battlefield.

Historical Roots

The gladiators of Pathfinder Edition draw inspiration from their historical
counterparts, who fought in the arenas of ancient Rome. These warriors
were often slaves, prisoners, or free men who sought glory or redemption
in gladiatorial combat. They fought with a variety of weapons, including
swords, spears, nets, and shields.
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In Pathfinder Edition, the gladiator class pays homage to this historical
legacy. Gladiators are often found in urban areas, where they entertain the
masses in organized fights or serve as bodyguards for the wealthy and
powerful.

Class Features

The gladiator class offers a unique blend of combat abilities and skills. Here
are some of the key features that define this class:

Proficiencies

Gladiators are proficient with simple and martial weapons, as well as light
and medium armor. They are also proficient in the Perform (act) skill,
reflecting their ability to captivate audiences with their combat prowess.

Combat Training

Gladiators receive extensive training in the art of combat. They gain bonus
feats related to combat, such as Weapon Focus and Combat Expertise.
They also learn a variety of combat maneuvers, allowing them to disarm
opponents, grapple them, or trip them up.

Gladiator's Stance

At 2nd level, gladiators gain the Gladiator's Stance ability. This ability
allows them to choose a specific fighting style, such as Polearm Master or
Shield Specialist. Each fighting style grants additional bonuses and
abilities, tailoring the gladiator's combat capabilities to their preferred
weaponry or tactics.

Combat Feats



As gladiators level up, they gain access to a wide range of combat feats.
These feats enhance their combat abilities, allowing them to perform
devastating attacks, gain bonuses against specific opponents, or even heal
themselves in the midst of battle.

Arena Master

At 10th level, gladiators become masters of the arena. They gain the ability
to inspire their allies, demoralize their foes, and even perform a finishing
move that can end a fight in a single, brutal strike.

Archetypes

The gladiator class offers a variety of archetypes, each providing a unique
specialization for the character. Here are two examples:

Brawler

The brawler archetype trades some of the gladiator's combat training for
increased unarmed combat abilities. Brawlers can deal devastating blows
with their fists, grapple opponents with ease, and gain bonuses to their
saves against being disarmed.

Duelist

The duelist archetype focuses on precision and finesse in combat. Duelists
gain bonuses to their attack rolls and damage with one-handed piercing
weapons. They also learn techniques to disarm opponents and gain
advantages in duels.

Role-Playing Opportunities



Beyond their combat prowess, gladiators offer a wealth of role-playing
opportunities. They may be former slaves seeking redemption, ambitious
fighters seeking fame and fortune, or protectors of the innocent in a chaotic
world. Their experiences in the arena can shape their personality,
motivations, and relationships.

Players can explore the following themes when role-playing a gladiator:

The struggle for survival and glory in the arena

The bonds of camaraderie and rivalry among fellow gladiators

The moral dilemmas of fighting for entertainment

The search for purpose and identity outside the arena

The gladiator class in Pathfinder Edition offers a thrilling and versatile
option for players seeking a character with unparalleled combat skills and a
rich backstory. Whether they are fighting for glory, redemption, or simply the
thrill of battle, gladiators are sure to leave a lasting impression on any
campaign. With their diverse abilities, archetypes, and role-playing
opportunities, gladiators provide endless possibilities for adventure and
entertainment.
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